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T H E Je 


Rape of the Bride; 


Marriage and Hanging 


GO BY 


DESTINY. 


CONTAINING 
A Poetical Flight upon RAP Es, the Story 


of Regeria, with the Humours of a Fortune-Tel- 
ler, giving Proofs how Old Women become Young 
Ones; deſcribing the Paſſions, and Uneaſineſs of 
Lovers, the Marriage Ceremony, and ſubſequent 
Diverſions: Alſo ſetting forth the whole Plot, 
and by whom concerted and contriv'd : Ta- 
| gether with a certain Declaration at Length, 
the Manner of the Trial, and the learned Argu- 
ments us'd pro and con, by the Council, ex- 
plaining how far Evidence ought to be credited, 
and upon what Account Men wou'd be hang'd as 
ſoon as marry'd. 


1 


A POEM HU PIB RASTICEk, in 4 CANTO's. 


With an 
Epiſtle Dedicatory to the FAIR SE x. 


Nuda veritas, neo erubeſcit. 


— — 
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LONDON Printed, and Sold by J. Peele at Locke's 
Head in Pater- noſter Row, 1723. Price 64, 
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Epiſtle Dedicatory 


TO THE 


FAIR S8 EX. 


ball endcauonr to be always pro- 
vided with ſomething to oblige the 
Ladies; and with a Preſent 
(in the higheſt Reſpe&# to them) 
wrapp'd in clean Linnen, which, (I know) 
of all Things in the World, they love next to 
themſelves. 


Theſe Sheets are, to that mw prepar d for 
their Uſe : There's a Pair 0 em, þe os 


Remnant (into the Bargain) 4 Brand pick 
and Span New. 


ꝗ 2 They 


iv An Epiſtle Dedicatory 


They have only been, for a while, in the 


Preſs, to make em pleaſanter to the Eye; be- 


fore which, they were laid up in Lavender, 

during the Seaſon that the Town was thin, and 

the Company moſtly occupyd in the Country, 

(both on Account of the Members lately ſtand. 

78, in all the Parts of the Kingdom; as alſo, 

by Reaſon of the pleaſurable Time between the 
erms.) 


They were made of the fine Holland, are 
ſpun out to a $ood Length ; and, as the Au- 
thor affords full Meaſure, and a Penny-worth, 
and will warrant his Goods to be ſerviceable, 
if the Ladies can but make a Shift with 'em, 
⁊t will amount to the utmoſt Satisfaction, upon 
Fnding any Thing that be bas produc d, is 
agreeable to em; and will encourage him with 
a ſtrong and firm Reſolution, to be in a Rea- 
dineſs, and forward to do them Pleaſure for 
the futnre,; be being, in a great Meaſure, 
furniſh d with proper Materials already, for 


fo doing. 


I they find any Unevenneſs in the Lines, it 


ö by Reaſon of their coming out of a Hudi- 


FDraſtick Loom. The Thread of the Poem is 


To the FarR S Ex. v 
of V. 2 will (for the Ladies Comfort ) 


never be out of Faſhion. 


If they take any Diverſion in the Au- 
thor s Sheets, they'll, at the ſame Time, give 
him a great deal of Pleaſure, Tf there are 
any double Entendres, in this Compoſition, 
their Candour will interpret in the moſt fa- 
vourable Conſtruction. 


As to the Addreſs of the Subject; are not 
Women as competent Fudges berein, as the 
Men ? And have they not often, even greater 
Capacities ? As it waits upon them, therefore, 
Caution is ufd, that nothing may be offenſtoe 
(to their innate Modeſties) in Expreſſions ; 
unleſs ſtraind beyond the Author's innocent 
Meaning; whom they'll excuſe for his Length, 
ſmce, meddling with what relates to the fair 
Sex, is a tender, and a ticklifh Subject to be 
bandled, and of a nice Nature; which puts 
bim (in bis Undertaking) upon diving, as far 
as may be, into the Bottom of the Affair, to 
give full Satisfaction, and more at large (by 
advancing as far as the Thing will bear) in 
bis Performance. 


Take the Facts, here repreſented, either to 


be fiditious, or otherwiſe, ſuch a Caſe may 
bave 


vi An Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


have happen d in Life : But, as there is no 
other Intention hereby, but only to form a 
Narrative, for Amuſement and Diver ſion of 
the Readers, eſpecially the Ladies, the Lock 
| 7s 170 'em, and all haue Liberty to try, and | 
| fit their Key, | 
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Marriage and Hanging 


G 


DE ST INV. 


Sesso 


The ARGUMENT of the 
Firſt CanTo. 


Y: OW Rapes have happen d, on the 
Ju Earth, 

Since Mother Nature's early Birth. | 
The Muſe invok'd, the Story's told, il 
The Belle-Dame's youthful Thoughts, tho old : | 
How ſhe went to a Conj urer, i 
And what occurrd twixt him and her. 


- * 0 FJ 
2 h / 4. 
en , 


— 


CANTO 


SWSVing the Rape of an Old Woman, 
2 1 The Story's true, the Thing uncom- 
- Mea mon. 

Re Prometheus, as the Poets feign, 
Rap'd Fire from Heav'n, and made a Man, 

| None of the Sabine Girls eſcap'd 

[| The Roman Yourh, but all were rap'd. 

[ "I was ſo among the merry Greeks, 5 


King Agamemnon, in his Freeks, 
Put fair Briſcrs to the Squeaks. 
Tarquin, no whit behind with Greece, 
Seiz'd, for his Prey, the chaſt Lucrece - 
And (tho' *twas taken much in Dudgeon) 
| Hellen was rap'd by truſty Trojan. 
KN King Tereus (as the Poets tell) 
# Rapd the melodious Philomel. | 
4 And Jove himſelf (reſolv'd to have a Share 
With Mortals) was the greateſt Raviſher: 
But he attack'd in Maſquerade, 
Turn'd Eagle, to rape Ganymede ; f 
Leda to rape, intent upon, 8 
He took the Figure of a Swan; T 
[ Europa, like a Bull, deflours, | 
1 And Dana, in golden Show'is; M 
| He rap'd Caliſto, faire Ae ina, | 
Beauteous Antiope, and Alemena. F 
Fair Proſerpine did not eſcape 8 
The God, when Pluto made his Rape. 
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2 had met with the ſame Caſe, 

ad not a Cloud ſupply'd her Place, > 

And fill'd the Raviſher's Embrace: 

Tho' Trion was deceiv'd, in her, 

The Cloud ſuſtain'd the Raviſher. 

The Poets fing, the Silver Moon 

Raviſh d the Boy, Eudymion. 

Nature enjoys its various Shapes, 

Its beauteous Forms, all due to Rapes. 

Confus'd in Darkneſs was the Light, : 

Till Day was ravill'd from the Night: 

Thence Fire, and Air, and Earth, and Sea, 

Were rang' d into Oeconomy. 

The glorious vegetable Birth 

(The beauteous Offsprings of the Earth) 

Are rap'd into their Preſervation, 

By Labour, Art, Inoculation. 

By Rape, the Fruits we meliorate; 

The Flow'rs, by Rape, we variegate ! 
The Theme, my Muſe, purſue, relate 

Rogeria's * Raviſhment, and Fate 

Tell how the Herd gain'd his Prize, 

And, after, how the Caprive flies. 
Beyond the Memory of Man, 

(Almoſt) Rogeria's Life began: 

But ſtill, ſhe looks with youthful Bloom, 

As if the Blue wa'n't off the Plumb, 

Love does Wonders every Day, 

Makes the Old look young and gay. 

She'd lain conſulting on her Pillow, 

For ſev ral Years, = get a Fellow : 


Mo 


- 
— 


For 


— — Qu _______J_D——____ 


Her Poctical Name, 


(10) 
For ſhe had had but Huſbands four, 
And then ſhe long'd to have one more. 
The firſt that was her humble Slave, 
Was of the Family of Grave f. 
Whether a Huſband, or a Lodger, 
Grave ſhe was call d, before ſhe took to Roger x. 
When he, her laſt Companion, dy d, 
Tears (ſhed for Form) were quickly e, 
But then for ſomething elſe ſhe cryd! 
And, Aighing did her Fate bemoan, 
Becauſe the hv'd and lay alone: 
Then Hymen earneſtly implores 
To grant her ſome new Paramours : 
And ſince all Marriages, cry'd the, 
Like Hanging, go by Deſtiny, 
Suitors, as many as you pleaſe, 
Send to adore with bended Knees : 
But, leaſt too much of Time I loſe, 
While this, and that, and t'other wooes, \ 
(All ik'd) I know not which to chooſe, 
Some Signs to me prognoſticate 
For whom I'm doom'd in Book of Fate; 
That I may marry time enough, 
Before I burn too near the Snuff. 
Hymen, Eſpouſer of the Fair, | 
The Suppliant heard, and grants her Pray'r, 
The God of Marriage has his Oracles, 
Theſe tell Wonders, and do Miracles : 
His Myſtick Wand, who, chiefly weilds, 
Lives in a Dome, within M>vor-fields : 1 
; was 


—— — 


_— .. — 


+ Sir Name of one of her Hus bands. 
* Another Husband's Name, 
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Ias there Nogeria had Direction 


141) 


To go, and have full Satisfaction. 
Then, wing'd with Joy, inſpir'd by Love, 

She quickly reach'd th'enchanted Grove, 

Found the Magician in his Cell, 

And did to him her Story tell, 9 

Who told her (then) he knew't full well. 
Quoth he, (with ſerious ſkrew'd-yp Face) 

Madam, I underſtand your Caſe: | 

Then made a Circle with his Pen, 

A Line drew through, and croſs agen ; 

To each of theſe, one parallel, 

Before he cou'd her Fortune tell ; 

Which is the (modeſt) Way he's willing 1 

To ſignify he wants a Shilling. f 

At firſt the did not underſtand, 4 

Till middle Finger of left Hand, 

Within his Palm of Right, he ſtrok'd, 1 

While, ſtedfaſt in her Face he look'd, 1 
Immediately ſhe took the Hint, | 

And tho', ſometimes, ſhe'd ſkin a Flint, 

Yet, Niggards are the moſt profuſe 

W hen Int'reſt makes 'em give a Looſe. 

Rogeria thought a golden Bait | 

Wou'd bribe this Oracle of Fate, : wi 

Make him unfold his Magick Arr, 0 

And all his Skill, at once, impart; 1 

Wherefore, the gently laid a Guinea on 

The Table, craving his Opinion. 

He quickly ſaw it, (you'll believe) 

He faw it, and laugh'd in his Sleeve, 
Then he began to caſt a Figure, 

And look'd upon the Lady, eager. 


Madam, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


(:WY 

Madam, ſays he, I've bent my Fancy 
To ſtudying of Necromancy ; 
Lis in my Power to diſcover 
The Thing you want ſo much — your Lover : 
Ill turn my Books oer all, at Leiſure, 
And ſtudy how to do you Pleaſure. 

Theſe Words ſo work d upon her Temper, 
She dropt a Curt'ſy, with a Simper, 

The firſt Experiment, I'll try 
To calculate Nativity; 
The next Experiments ſhall be 
Phyfognomy, and Falmeſtry ; 
Then, tell the Meaning of your Moles, 
From Tip of Head, down to your Soles. 
Next, I ſhall give you ſome ſhort Schemes, 
How to interpret certain Dreams. 

Madam, at this, began to twitter, 
For nothing cou'd more patly hit her, 

NALZLIFITH 

Now I proceed (without Tautology, 
Which Gypſies uſe) in Art-Aſtrology. 
I've mark'd the Time you put your Queſtion, 
The Day, and Hour, your Birth bears Teſte on. 
III quickly find (you may depend on't) 
The Planet, Lord of the Aſcendant. 
Take the Poſition of the Signs, 
In due Proportion draw my Lines, 
Erect a Scheme, find out a Parallel, 
And ſo obſerv2 from a good Star, or ill, 
How ruling Fianet then diſpoſes, 
Shew plain as on your Face your Noſe is. 
Tis done ! I ſcorn to do what's clancular, 
Look ! there's the Houſe, which is third An- 

gular, SV, 
. The 


| (13) 
ö The Houſe of Marriage Seventh Houſe |— 
Venus is in't!—and that allows 
You're ſure to have another Spouſe, 
PAYSIOGNOMY. 
Now, let me minute, as I paſs, 
The Lines of Fate upon your Face. 
Madam, that Dimple in your Cheek, 
| Does amorous Inclination ſpeak ; \ 
| That little Doubling of your Chin, 
| Denotes you're lovely to the Men : 
| Five Lines I've in your Forchead ſpy'd, 
| Which thew you'll be five Times a Bride : 
f I find, by circling of your Brows, 
| You've Love enough to fate your Spouſe : 
| Thoſe Eyes till ſparkling, Cheeks that glow, 
| Thoſe Lips till ruddy, plainly thow 
» Complexion florid, ſanguine, ſtrong, 
And Life, that Marriage will prolong. 
PALMESTURY. 

Next, Madam, your left Hand I crave, 
(Which, firſt, the wip'd, and then ſhe gave) 
: Quoth he, this is a luſcious Palm, 

3 9 As full of juice as it can cram. 
Madam, at once I plainly ſee 
Your Lines of Face, and Hands agree : 
In the Lines of Death and Lite, 
I find you'll live to be a Wife. 
By Line in Hollow of your Rand, 
(The Field of Mars) I underſtand ; 
Handſome enough, wel} fer, and brave, 
Shall be the Man that's next your Slave. 
Both Table-Line, and Middle. Line, 
. And Venus - Girdle do Ros; 


Tho' 
The 


(14) 


Tho', Madam, you will have the Luck, 
Still, with another Spouſe to ſuc- 
ceed, (and, thereupon, he ſmil'd) 
Be eaſy, you'll have ne'er a Child. 
AO LES. 

Next Moles; I fee one, for Example, 
On upper Side of your left Temple, 
And this denotes, I plainly tell ye, 
You have another on your Belly; 
That by the Corner of your Eye, 
Tells you've another on your Thigh ; 
That by your Lips, with Tuft of Hair, 
Shews you've another — you know where: 
All theſe agree, with one Accord, | 
You're bonny and buxom at Bed and Board: 

DREAMS. - 

When ever you are taken Napping, 
Dreams 111 interpret as they happen: 
If *tis your flying in the Air, 
Hair Ring on Finger, (as it were) 
Heaps of ſmall Silver being told, 
Fing'ring of Pieces of broad Gold, 
Embracing, kiſſing ſuch and ſuch Ones, 
Of Ravens, Owls, Coffins, Eſcotcheons, 
Of climbing Hills, deſcending Ladders, 
Of Lyons, Wolves, of Snakes, and Adders, 
Lawyers, Canary-Birds, Attorneys, 
Of Wreſtling, Swimming, riding Journeys, 
Of Flow'rs, of Groves, of Thunder, Fire, 
Or being daggied in the Mire, 
Of Breach of Promiſes, of Theft, 
Of loſing all the Teeth you've left; 
Dreams, Morpheus Cod of Sleep reveals 
To me, which he from you conceals : 


To 


(15) 

To know the Conſequence of theſe, 
Madam, you're welcome, when you plcaſe, 5 
On Payment of refrething Fees. 
But, Madam, as a Preſent, take 
This little Paper of Bride-Cake: 
Faſt any Friday in the Year, 
When Venus mounts the ſtirry Sphere, ? 
Thruſt this, at Night, in Pillowber, 
In Morning Slumber, you will ſeem 
T” enjoy your Lover in a Dream. 

Well fatisfy'd, the Lady goes, 
And trampled on her Shoes and Hoſe. 
She thought herſelf as ſound as Roach, 
And never wou'd afford a Coach. 
In all Things ſhe was very frugal, 
Except concerning Rites Con-jugal : 
When upon Matrimony bent, 
She did not care how much ſhe ſpent : 

Thus Cid points his Darts with Gold, 
To hit the Covetous and Old; 
When in their Breaſt his Arrow's darted, 
They're juvenile and open heartgd. 


- 
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ARGUMENT 


O'F- 3 8-6 


SECOND CANT o. 


EI GRE 


E Fry k Thoughts, and what be- 

2430 78 el Der, 4, 
As coming from the Fortune-Teller, 
Arguments are enforc'd, and ftrong 
Ones, | 
To prove old Women to be young Ones. 

A ſhort Digreſſion (which in Courſe is) 
On Horſe Racers, and Jockeys Horſes. 
How, fall'n in Love, ſhe gan to languiſb; 
Her Lover, too, is ſmote with Anguih, 
And trys bow many Ways there are 

To bang Sorrow, and caſt away Care. 
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CANTO 
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ng elſe did run in Head, 
But what the Conjurer had ſaid ; 
On ev'ry Thing that he related, 
As the went on, ſhe ruminated: 
us, with herſelf, to think began, 
This, ſurely, was a Cunning-HMun ! 
Has told me all (I can't but laugh) 
My Fortune, plain as a Pike-Staff; 
That I ſhall live to be a Wife; 
That Marriage will prolong my Life; 
Five Times a Bride! for all what's paſt, 
Have love enough to glut the laſt : 
That I'm of amorous Inclination, 
Lovely to Men, was his Expreſſion. 
A handſom Huſband, and well ſet, 
And one that's brave ſhall be my Fate ; 
In this Pm promis'd to ſucceed, 
I care not (now-a-days, indeed) 8 
Whether, or no, a Child I breed. 
He ſpoke of Moles Pve here, and there,— 
'Tis certain he's a Conjurer ! 
I long to faſt, to ſleep, to wake, 
And Vertues know of Bridal-Cake. 
Thus, ev'ry Step ſhe took, the ponder'd, 

, Wrapt up in Thought, along ſhe wander d, 

Miſtakes the Turnings of the Streets, 

Then runs againſt ſome One the meets. 

2 having Mercury at Hand, 

nt him to guide her with his Wand, 


fy JV 


By 


To 
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(18) 
To noted Place, that's call'd Black-Fryars, 
(Where Oars and Skulls are conſtant Plyers) 
Charon the call'd, who, in his Wherry, 
His Miſtreſs did ro Lambeth ferry ; 
Then ſhe was in her ready Road, 
For there the Lady had Aboad. 
E'er many Days were gone and over, 
Rogeria had her Wiſh,—a Lover, 
A Military Man of Mars ; 
She hugg'd her ſelf, and thank'd her Stars; 
The Colonel made a warm Attack, 
But had a Rival at his Back ; 
One of the Gown apply'd to Rogee, 
And ſo *twas cedunt arma Toge. 
When firſt ſhe ſaw him, O! Quoth ſhe, . 
This is the Man!.—The Man for me! | 
The Sage deſcrib'd him to a 1—. | 
1 faſted Friday, had my Dream, | 
And dreamt of none but perfe& Him. 
He, you muſt know, was bred in Schools, | 
Had conn d all Leſſons, learnt all Rules; 
Cou'd all the Claſſicks conſtrue, parſe, 
Declaim in Proſe, and cap in Verſe; 
Cou'd tell what's Latin (on a ſudden) 
For bak'd in Pan, or Bag-boil'd Pudding, 
That Proof of Pudding's when Teeth part 'em, 
If coclum, or if piſtum fartum ! 
Cou'd entertain, and roaſt Opponent, 
With others Thoughts, and ſome of's own in't; 
Cou'd toaſt a Health, and bring it pat in, 
Sentences interlard with Latin; 
Cou'd cook up, out of Hand, Diſputes, 
With nice Greek Phraſe, or Hebrew — 
ir, 


er > 


— r 220 


6 


Sir, he like any Terre filius 

(When e'er he had a Mind to do it) 
Cou'd write Heroicks like Hic j/ljus 

Arma, hic currus fuit ! 
Cou'd imitate the lofty Pindar, 
When e'er he pleas'd ro keep within Door! 
Cou'd, ſoft as Horace, tune the Lyrick, 
And lath, like Juvenal, Satyrick; 
Was fully vers'd in Scenes Dramatick, 
Where Lines rowl on,like Streams nba.) 
In foaming Surges Atriatic“; 
In ſofreſt Laies his Muſe cou d ſmile, 
Or joke in Hudibrafiiik Style; 
For ev'ry one, as well as I know 
Prolut labra fonte Caballino &. 
In midſt of his Poetick Strains, 
He, Poet-like, had Guts in's Brains. 
Knew, fore he read in Tullys Offices, 
In legends veteribus proficis. 

After this liberal Education, 
He thought of Wife, for Converfation ; 
Then, Scholar-like, intenſe he ſtood, 
And, being in a merry Mood, F 
Wou'd congugate himſelf, he wou d! 
Quo he, thimſelf (upon Reflection) 
There's no declining Inter- jection, 
Nor a Conjunttion ; fo, Tit place you, 
With Feminine Gender, gignendi ca ſu. 
And, for Meet-Help, intend to have 


No young Coquer, but Matron Grave, 
Propria 


2 


——_—_ 


* Perſius. 


(20 


Propria que maribus can't affront her, 
Femineo generi tribuuntur. 

Rumour of publick Voice, and Fame, 
Had ſpread her Character, and Name, 
Jo have been frugal, and induſtrious, 

ho ſomewhat paſhonate, and boiſt'rous) 

eputed notable, and ſtirring, 
With thirty thouſand Pounds concurring, 
She'd gather'd up, by cunning clinching 
Of Bargains, and by Belly pinching ; 
By Sailors Tickets, lending Boats out; 
By taking Pawns, diſcounting Notes out; 
As wily, and as graſping, the, 
As e'er Director of South- Sex ; 
As Salt as was the Wife of Lot; 
Further, Deponent ſayeth not. 

Soon as he felt her with his Eyes, 
Nature began to ſympathize; 

Th' Influence of the Sex is common, 
Attractive! O! Magnetick-Woman! 

Thus, when the Sun begins to riſe, 
The Deus advance to kiſs the Skies; 
The Loadſtone, thus, does Steel controul, 
And, thus, the Needle ſeeks the Pole; 
Thus, one Hair * has a greater Force 
To draw, than has a Team of Horſe. 

Then he began t' accoſt and woo her, 
And puſh the Matter home unto her. 

Marriage, cry'd the, I underſtand, 
"Tis raking a great Thing in Hand ; 


There- 


_—— 


* For Example, in Fiſhing Tackle. 


And ſpend my Thoughts both Day and Night 


_ 


(21) 


Therefore (before tis enter'd into) 
Let's weigh it well, as I've a Mind to; 
And, tho” by you 'tis handled ſlightly, 
I'd have you deal with me uprightly ; 
For that's the Thing that I delight in, 


in: 


Im very plain and open wi'ye, 
And tell you, Sir, what I ſay t'ye, 


That I expect, as you have Youth, 
You'll not conceal the naked Truth ; 


1 The Thing's a Thing to make no Jeſt on, 


Tis therefore thus I pop the Queſtion; 
Good Sir, if I may be ſo bold, 


Won't you imagine I'm too old, 
And then not to your Bargain ſtand ? 


Give me your Notion out of Hand. 
Madam, faid he, this is a Bawble, 


| You are, to me, Fort a2reeable ; 


Therefore I think it is my Duty 
To ſtate the Point,—de ſenectute. 
Madam, ſaid he, (with an Embrace) 
Give me Leave to handle the Caſe, 
You'll find my Argument won't fail ; 
To no Opponent III turn tail; 
Let me but treſpaſs on your Leiſure, | 
You'll not complain of too hard Meaſure : 


Ere- 


— — 


And by my Argument, at length 
ſhall convince you of its Strength. 
Since Life of Man can't farther linger 
han Span, (from Thumb to little Finger) - 
nd each Hair's Breadth may hap to be 
r his, or her Cataſtrophe ; | 
| D Thoſe 


( 22 ) 
Thoſe who, of Life, do run the Stage, 
Whether we call it Youth, or Age, 
*Tis all alike, they're Terms Synonimous ; 
As you'll perceive, ut in ſra ponimus : 
Whether they ſtarted fair, or not, 
Or fartheſt went, 'vails not a Jot: 
Whether 'tis when they firſt begun, 
In midſt of Race, or when tis run; 
They're youngeſt deem'd, mongſt one another, 
Who fartheſt, yet, can hold than t'other. 
They're neareſt to ſuccumb in Death, 
Who are the ſooneſt out of Breath. 
They're fartheſt from their Journey's End, 
Who have the moſt of Life to ſpend. 
To reach the Goal of Life's uncertain, 
Whether at fourſcore Years, or fourteen. 
Age ſhou'd not be by Years computed, 
If *ris, that's eaſily confuted ; 
This Query ſoon will have Solution, 
Meaſure but Age by Conſtitution. 
What's Life, that has not its Enjoyments, 
Or Senſes, wanting their Employments ? 
They, ſurely, daily, hourly, die, 
Who cannot Health and Eaſe enjoy. 
Hale Conſtitution who ſurvive, 
But tarry, in the World, not live. 
Why may not One be deem'd, at Twenty, 
Older than One, at paſt Se-venty, 
When the Old Youth is crazy, ſickly, 
And found for Life the more unlikely ? 
By Length of Time, in Life tranfaded, 
The well-knit Sinews are compacted, P 
Hardy the Trunk, Sap full concocted. 2 
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(23) 
Of IIls, the Pores (contextur'd ſtronger) 
Not ſo ſuſceptible as the Tounger. 
The Elder have their judgment ſtrong, 
Confirm'd more ſolid than the Young. 
Of Age, who therefore's a Deſpiſer ? 
As we grow older, we grow wiſer. 
As Perſons are eſteem'd more Sage, 
So they're made Hon'rable by Age. 
Reaſon at full Growth, moves more ſtedd 
Not like the Juvenile and Giddy : 
While Volatile flies off in Vapour, 
(The Mercury not fixt, as proper) 
Their Conſtitution ſtands, unbroke, 
And: hearty as the well-grown Oak, 
Not ſubject, as the tender Cion, 
Each blighting Breath of Wind to die on. j 
More, what's call'd Youth's in what's call'd 
Old, | | 
(One Story's good till t'other's told) 
And, what's call d Age, is oftner Youth, 
(For Truth will be eternal Truth.) i 
Age is whatever gives Annoyment | 
To the Career of Love's Enjoyment : 
Young Girls are very Old, to me, 
When pruded with Formality ; 
Shy, unexperienc'd, cold, untoward, 
Awkard, ungainly, ſullen, froward ! 
The Elder more deſerve admiring, 
Who, (coming, yielding, and defiring !) 
As Tinder with a Spark take Firing ! 
Not like the Green-fick Girls, half-Mopen, 
But, much more frank, and free, and open; 
With more Entrancements can improve 
Each Pleaſure, longer vers d in Love; 
e „ Res 
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Reliſh, with more experienc'd Joys, 

The fleeting Pleaſure Youth deſtroys ; 
Frolick, as Girls, can gayly flutter, 
And don't ſo ſmell of Bread and Butter ! 


Who know Rogeria, ſhe, they know, is 


No more Old Woman than young Chloe is. 
Much more he ſaid, (as may be gueſs'd) 
Que nunc perſcribere longum eſt. 
1.5 Love can make a Paradox, 
Or Orthodox, or Heterodox ! 
e/Eneas, by his Tale, won Dido; 
By his, our Hero won the Widow: 
Beſides, ſhe'd heard his ſpreading Fame, 
Both where he was, and whence he came, 
Our Lover ſprung from worthy Sire 
At famous R—mond in T—4ſhire, 
The Clime's Produce, is hardy, ſtrong, 
Where Boreas Breath does Life prolong, 
*Tis thence we owe the beſt of Breeds ; 
Tis thence we have the braveſt Steeds, 
For Stallion, War-Horſe, Coach- Horſe, Racer, 
Galloper, Trotter, Ambler, Pacer. 
There's none comes near em, (crede mihi) 
To neigh, curvett, to-prance, or weehee ! 
Thence, at New-Market, many a Courſer 
Our-ſtrips the Wind, and's ne'er the worſe, Sir, 
Where Noblemen, and ſimple-Tonies 
Do, twice a Year, get rid of Monies : 
Whence, after emptying their Bags, 
They come away with running-Nags ; 
And thoſe who afterwards have ſeen 'em, 
Find many a Hunter's broken Frenum. 
And, tho ſome ſay't, that ſhou'd not ſay t, 


(For all they win, they're in for th Plate.) 
| Thence 


1 


Thence Bsbſey, Molly, Smiling-T om, 

Hautboy, and Pickle-Herring come; 

Thence Fox and Wildfire grace their Keeper, 

Spark, Margaretta, Chimncy-Sweeper ; 

1 hence Quiet, Clumſey, Snatl, and Swalloc ; 

Thence $qri7 el, and the Names that follow, 

Dragon, Bl: uc-Cafile, S Spider, Saake, Tn 

WWhite-Stockings, Stradles, Dimple, Rake, | 

Smiling-Betty, ” Sancy- Fack ; 

| Thence Sriplins, Shamfter, Cub, and Wrytai,, 

And more, whole Name: need no Recital. 
When: e e er it is the reſt do come, 

Here are the beſt in Chriſtendom, 

Strong built, and Truſs, with brawny Haun- 

ches 

Not like rhe Fenny Breed, with Paunches. 

For Coach or Chariot, Cart or Waggon, 

Or any Kind of Load to drag on. 

Hence come the Family of Doblin, 

And Dic“, fo famous in Plough- Jobbing. 

Hence came (in Days of Tore) the Steels 

| For Chivalry and Mirtial Deeds; 

Courſers, ſtrong, mettleſome, and fleet, 

| To Smithfield, and Kniohtriders-ſtirect ; 

10 Combatants, and Heralds ſent, 

For Lifts at Tilt and Tournament ; 

For Knights, dreſs'd all in Iron Geers 

To mount, and ſhiver well-couch'd Spears. 

And hence, ah! hence, came noted ,Sorr el, 

Tho' now grown paſt doing Good, or III!“ 
No 7 T urk, no Barb, or Ginnet, 

If for the Plate, from theſe can win it. 

Not Parthian, S'ythian, German Horſe, 

Can equalize with ches e, for Force. 
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Ev'n Alexander's great Bucephal 


Is here out- match d by many a K; 


Steeds fit to make the Vallies ring, 
Darius's like God ſave the King! 
Strong as thoſe ſeem (the Painters feign) 
For Neptune s Chariot, on the Main: 
Such as the Horſes of the Sun, 

That drew the Car with Phaeton, 


Hence Pegaſus, who kick d a Stone, 


And made the Muſes Helicon 
Thrice happy Clime! that thus produces, 

Of different Kinds, for different [es ; 

For Man and Horſe, tis no whit various, 

Strong both, as Centaur-Sagittarrius ! 

Madam, who curious was to trace 

Our Lover, from his Native-Place, 

Had heard his Fame, (as is aforeſaid) 

(Of which there needs to be no more ſaid) 
Lik'd well the Man, ſhe lik d his Climate, 

(Which gives this Line a Word to rhime at.) 

Thus their Opinions jump'd in Love, 
She him, and he did her approve. 
Rogeria cou'd not be at Eaſe, 

(Tho Pains of Love are Pains that pleaſe) 5 
She ſigh'd all Night, and reſtleſs lay, 3 
And, in his Abſence, wept the Day; 

And tho' the longing, wilh'd the Joy, X 

Yet ſhe d affect to ſeem as coy, \ 

And ſometimes look Je ne ſcay quoy : 

Proud to be courted, (as tis common) 

In ſhort, ſhe was a very Woman! [ 

He ſaw it lain, and (by the by) 
Added his Part accordingly: 


Knowing 
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Knowing, full well, ſhe lov'd him dearly, 
He kept his Diſtance, and look d querely ; 
(As, ſometimes pleaſant, ſometimes rough, 
At ſomerimes ſmiling, ſometimes gruff) 
Put on a Manly Reſolution 
To bring the Matter to Concluſion : 
Strugol'd with Love, and check d his Paſſion, 
And courted her in her own Fathion: 
He aftcd like a Man ot Seuſe, 
And woo'd her with Indifference; 
Sav d Breath in many an Harangue, 
But gave his Heart-Strings manv a Lang! 
His Coldneſs put her in a Fright, 1 
(Womans afraid of any Slight) 
In the Event, he got her by't.* 

Am 1 abandowd by my Lover? 
Cry d the; No, III mv Soul diſcover ! 
She was 0'er-run with Vapours, wholly, 
And Hypocondriack Melancholy : 
So many Thoughts were in her pent, 
They ſought for Words to give em Vent, 
She cou'd no longer keep em in, 
Nor eaſe em by the Help of Gin 

Then, to her Friends for Aid ſhe flow, 
Unboſom'd all to all ſhe knew; 
With Sighs and Tears, her Story told, 
And did her Secrets all unfold : 
To her as eaſy 'twas to Whimper, 
As tis to ludere Par impar. 
Cry'd ſhe, tho' 'ris not very common 
Man ſhou'd be courted by the Woman; 
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Vet, ſometimes Paſſion ſwells ſo high, 
Ir overcomes our Modeſty. 
There is a Man on whom I doat, 
I can no longer help to ſhew't, ? 
Care not if all the World thou'd know't. 
Has been my Sweet-heart (off and on) 
Por many Months (now paſt and gone. ) 
I, as for my own private Parr, 
Do love the Man with all my Hearr. 
"Tis not (whatever ſome ſuppoſe) 
By Length of Head, or Length o: Noſe, 
Plain, or with Roman Riſe commanding) 
ight meas ring Length of Underſtanding; 
1 value him for his Deſerts, 
And Goodneſs of his nat'ral Parts; 
He cou'd aſſiſt me in my Con- 
duct There ſhe fight'd, and thus went on: 
His Eyes, his Face, his Air, his Shape, 
Commit upon my Soul, a Rape : 
The Charmer's Voice, when eer I hear, 
Oh! how he raviſhes my Ear! 
T love the Ground he goes upon, 
Oh! if he flights me, I'm undone! 
Here drain'd the Sluices of her Grief, 


By wiping Eyes with Handkerchief. 


Tis that's the Friend, the Friend indeed, 
That is a Friend in Time of Need: 
Friends are the beſt of Comforters, 
And therefore ſh: apply'd to hers : 
Her Grief they pity'd, bore their Shares 
With her in Sympathetick Tears ; 
Then ſooth'd her Sorrows with Advice, 
(So Balſom ſmoorhs a Cicatrice.) _ 
Madam, 
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Madam, ſaid they, be not caſt down, 
By none, ſaid the, but him alone. 
She was perſwaded to be cheartul, 
And not to be ſo over fearful. 


She cry'd, and {mil'd, (tis not uncommon, 


Shead both at her Command 
At length, the took a Reſolution 

To bring the Matter to Concluſion, 
Conceal no longer her warm Paſlion 


As Woman.) 


From him, thus, to her own Vexation ; 


And then, it ſhe receiv d a Slight, 


Reſolv'd to bid the World Good-Night. 


He, all this while, receiv d no ReR, 
. * . » 
But felt an Anguiſh in his Breaſt ; 


Sometimes cou-rageous, ſometimes cow-ilh, 
That is (as twere) I dont know how-11tl ; 


Try'd to divert Love's Malady, 
By Books, by Mine, and Company. 
BOOKS. 
His Author all the while he read, 
She ſtill was running in his Head: 
Upon one ſingle Page he'd pore 


For half an Hour, and ſometimes more, 


Ana read each Sentence o'er and o'er. 
He wou d begin again (tis very odd) 
From Comma, Colon, or at Period ; 
But as he read, he ſtill forgot, 


yo 


Cou' d not preſerve the Chain of Thought, 


INE. 
Ihen he reſolv'd to take a Bottle, 


And with ſome Friends ro twittle-twattle; 


But Madam till ran in his Noddle : 
For, Wine's a Kindler of Deſires; 
'T was pouring Oy] to quench his Fires 


* 
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I'was feeding of his Flames with Fuel; 
He'd better have drank Water-Gruel, 
Or Pap (which Nurſes give to wean us) 
For Bacchus is a Friend to Venus. 
COMPANYT. 
Fine Converſation crown'd the Table, 
But 'twas to him meer Bibble-Babble. 
1 He that was once the brighteſt Toaſter, 
Wo: In Argument, the greateſt Roaſter ; 
|| | In Matters comical, or ſerious, 
| Con'd tilk the moſt, and never weary us; 
1 Cou'd frame an Argument ſo pat, 
Wo | As to demonſtrate This or That; 
1 Cou d not be eaſy, for his Life, 
F For Thoughts of his intended Wife: 
} þ 'T ho' Smiles he forc'd, nee ſtill was dull, 
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His Thoughts were gathering of Wool). 
He'd drop a Word or two, or ſo, 
And ſometimes anſwer, Yes, or No ; 


WW Wou'd anſwer No, inſtead of Yes, 
\ As playing at croſs Purpoſes : 
l: Drinks to his Friend, till thinks on her, 
1 Service t'ye — Madam — ſtead of Str. 
1 He fat on Thorns, the while he ſtaid, 
|. Elbow on Table, Hand on Head ; 
Then Arms acroſs, on ſudden thrown, 
He'd fetch a Sigh, and ſometimes groan ; 
One while he'd try a Tune to hum, 
Then, in a Moment, was hnm-drum, 
He cou'd not whiſtle out a Minuet, 
= Had he ten thouſand Pounds t'have gi n you it. 
1 } "Now he'd be picking of a Cork, 
VB Then he'd be playing witha Fork ; Th 
| E 


f And when he ſpoke, twas random Gueſs, 9 


"\ WI 

The Pipes he'd break, (he did not matter em) 
PiFd 'em on Heaps, and then he'd ſcatter em; 
In Pieces tear Tobacco-Papers, 
All Arguments of Love and Vapours! 

Friends ſaw't,and told him (withoutFlatt'ry) 
Lethalis heret arundo later: : 
And all advis'd him, for his Good, 
To pur on uſual merry Mood; > 
He ſtrove in vain, and cou'd not do't. 

The melancholy Cat, juſt ſo, 
For ought that we poor Mortals know) 
For all the while it purs and ſings, 
May fret its Guts to Fiddle-Strings ! 
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THIRD CANTO. 
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2 E Lovers promiſe one another, 
# And ſo contract themjelc es together 
1 ( She him, and he reſt olv'd to wed her) 


x The P arſon pins 'em to their Tedder ; 
Joys wiſh'd, they bed, the Stocking's thrown, 5 


The Damſel 1 em all alone; 


Next Morning, all ſhe had was ſhown. 
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CANTo III. 


s Turtles with each other cooing, 
We Theſe Lovers paſs d nine Months in 
15 wooing. 

E Now paint, my Muſe, the coming 

Scene, 

Devoid of Clouds, and all ſerene: 
Keep not our Lover from his Miſtreſo, 
Nor her from him, too long, in Diſtreſs: 5 
Thus 
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Thus long, they've fretting been, and teazing, 
Indulge em now with ſomething pleaſing. 
Cupid, Venus, have had their Share, 
Now both the Lovers ready are, 3 
O! Hyncn ! now thy Torch prepare. 
Kept have they been long in Suſpence, 
Now aid em with your Influence! 
Grant her her long-wiſh'd Happineſs, 
And lead him to the Bower of Bliſs! 

"I was in the gaudy Month of May, 
(When Nature is in all Things gay) 
Rogeria (full intent upon 
Marriage, —and Conſummation) 

Met with her Wooer near a Grove, 
(Witneſs of their mutual Love) 

There, Gods invok'd, and plighted Troth, 
Were ſolemnly perform'd by both; 
Nothing was wanting, but the Prieſt 

To joyn their Hands, (they'd do the reſt.) 
So being agreed on Time and Place, 
And to fall to when he'd faid Grace, 
They at th appointed Place arriv'd, 
Where the, in Conſequence was — wiv d. 

Reſolv d to tie the Gordian Knot, 

They ſent, and ſo a Parſon got, 
Whom the deſir'd to connive at 
The Matter, being done in Private; 
He, as may eaſily be gueſs'd, 

(They both conſenting) acquieſc'd : 
Firſt, aſk'd of each, if precontracted, 
Fore he the Ceremony acted ; | 
It, to each other, in Afﬀnity 
Related, or in Conſanguinity: 


F | Prior 


8 
Prior Engagements both deny, 5 


Or any Ways of Kin ally'd. 
(For other Marriages are void.) 
It has been Cuſtom (off and on) 
And will be (when we're dead and gone) 
That Man ſhou'd by the Woman ſtand, | 
In two Reſpects, on her Right Hand; 
The firſt is, at the Time they re Wed, : 
'The other, when they go to Bed : 
But, otherwiſe, long as you live, 
To Womankind the Right Hand give, 
(Save when they're handed to and K 
As weakeſt, to the Wall they go.) 
Therefore he took the Right Hand of her, 
As Huſband now, (no longer Lover.) 
Thus ſtanding, each of em deny d 
Impediment on cither Side: 
(For Marriage is of no Validity, 
'Thas is attended with Frigidity.) 
Then John was aſk'd, if he, for Life, 
Wou'd have her for his wedded Wife, 
Love, Comfort, Honour her, (whate'er befell) 
And keep her Sick, as well as Well; 
Forſake, for her Sake, every One, 
1 And keep, till Death, to her alone? 
| To every Article of this, 
1 He readily conſented, —Yes. 


Roger, in Turn, was call d upon, 


0 1 If the, for Huſband, wou d have John, 
1 Love, Honour, ſerve him, and obey, 7 | 


hu. 
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\ 1" Keep to him (and not run aſtray?) 
i Fo which ſhe frankly anſwer'd—7ecs. 5 


Then, W 
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Then, Hand 'in Hand they plight their 
Vows, 

And ſo become each other's Spouſe, 
ay for Life, themſelves inſure, 

or better, for worſe, for rich, or poor : 
Then, with a Ring (which he beſtow'd her) 
He wedded, worſhipp'd, and endow'd her; 
And, as the Ceremony's done, 
This Couple, now, are both but one. 
The Tie's ſo ſtrong, (it is no Wonder) 
By no Man to be put aſunder. 

There was juſt ſuch another Nooſe, 
The Gordian Knot, none cou'd unlooſe, 
Till cut in twain with pair of Sheers, 
By Alexander, — (as appears) 
And there's three Siſters ſaid to be, 
And of theſe Siſters, Number three, 
Each one is call'd a Deſtiny, 
Or (cauſe b'ing all of em old Maids) 
The fatal Sifters (ſullen Jades !) 
Nought can untie that Knot a Wife, 
Till Deſtiny cuts Thread of Life. 

Now, Muſe, divert us, without Scruple, 
With Pleaſures of the married Couple. 

No ſooner did the Parſon join 
The Hero, and the Heroine, 
But ftraight, Quoth he, (and gave a Kiſs) 
Joy to the Partner of my Bliſs ! 
Quoth ſhe, being Partner of your Parts, 
Is more your Goodneſs, than my Deſerts! 
Then both in ſtrict Embraces twine, 
As Oak and Ivy, Elm and Vine. 

Tho' this, as the wou'd have it be, 
Was done with utmoſt Privacy, 

V Enjoin'd 
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Enjoin'd by her to be, ſome Weeks, 
Kept as conceal'd as Foliticks, 
(For Woman's Reaſon) —for a Whim, 
(Tho f no Import to her, or him.) 

Yet, who among the Female Elves, 

Can keep their Secrets to themſelves ? 
They're burthenſom to her that owes 'em, 
Women love Openneſs, and t' unboſom : 
What's done, the does herſelf diſcover, 
Proud of her conjugated Lover. 

Now, as the Gordian Knot is ty'd, 

Joy to the Bridegroom, and the Bride. 
Joy's with'd by all the Men and Women, 
Hymen ! O! Hymenae men! 

When Curt lies, Compliments, and Bows, | 
From Spoule to Gueſts, and Gueſts to Spouſe, 
Were paſs'd, and ended in Carouſe, 
The Bride, deſirous of Fruition, 
And knowing well her own Condition, F 
By long Experience, (beſt Phyſician) 
Quoth the, my tickling Cough, and huſky, 
Sends me to Bed, as it grows duſky; 
Whart longer — up promote 
This cures my Ratling in the Throat ; 
(All ſaid and done) thus is the Phyſick, 
1 find, that eaſes beſt the Phrhylick. 

All acquieſce, in Complaiſance, 
Break off in Middle of a Dance ; 
She haſtens to the Bridal-Bed, 
And he purſues the Way the led ; 
Soon as he cou'd himſelf undreſs, 
He took his Place with Eagerneſs. 

Then come all the younger Folk in, 
With Ceremony, throw the Stocking ; 8 
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Backward, o'er Head, in Turn they tofs'd it, 
Till in Sack-Poſſet they had loſt it. 
Th' Intent of flinging thus the Hoſe, 
Is to hit him or her o'th' Noſe ; 
Who hits the Mark, thus, o'er left Shoulder, 
Muſt married be, e'er twelve Months older. 
Deucalioa thus, and Pyrrha, threw 
Behind em Stones, whence Mankind grew! 
Leaving the married Couple now 
Alone together, — ſpeed the Plough, 
Ihe Reader's apt to ſay — Quid tun ? 
To which an Anſwer's ready — Mmm. 
All Night they lay in chaſt Embrace, 
Envy'd by all, who with'd their Place! 
Till Dam ſel came, to give em Warnin 
How far Time had advanc'd the Morning: 
She blam'd her coming in fo foon ; 
Madam, quotli the, tis almoſt Noon: 
You'd better riſe, and drink your Coffee, 
Than thus lye tumbling Bedclothes off ye. 
He rous d from Bed, undrew the Curtain, 
Put Breeches on, and thruſt his Shirt in. 
Madam aroſe too, Blith and Gay! 
They ſolac'd all the live-long Day: 
Thus they in Harmony accord 
And mutual Joys of Bed and Board; 
Had nought but plcaſing Scenes to dream on; 
Happy ! as Baucis and Philemon ! 
Then the diſcover'd all her Hoards, 
In Corners hid, and under Boards. 
III ſhew you all, quoth the, for that 
I knows a Thang that you'd be at: 
'Tho' once I ſhew'd you all before, 
You ſee't's enlarg'd ſome Handfuls more, 
G Thout 
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Thout leſs' ning, and without Romance, 

You ſee my naked Circumſtance ; 

. Here 1 ſurrender to your Uſe, 

1 My Whole, —-(which he did not refuſe) 

To have, to hold, to occupy, 

And at your Pleaſure to enjoy: 

He quickly laid his Fingers on't, 

Then both ſhook Hands, (as they were wont.) 

So he had Livery and Sein, 

Thout Tig * or Turf = twas but Reaſon) 
Thus have I ſeen a ſtrutting Cock, 

When Hen ſcrapes up the dunghill Muck, 

And does the rreaſur'd Heaps diſcover, 

For Entertainment of her Lover 

Flutt'ring, with Pride, around the Grains, 

Requite his Miſtreſs for her Pains. 


ms 
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* The ancient Way of taking a Free- Hold. 
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FOURTH CANTO. 


Ogeria, ſpirited away, 

7 In Lover's Abſence, made a Prey, 
Sas Eccho's conſulted on th Eſcape. 

Fe, tho indicted for a Rape, 

Acqui tted from a dark Deſign is, 

I bich, for the preſent, cloſes —Finis. 

But by the way, you'll find in Reading, 

The Manner of their Lawyers pleading. 


Wee een 
CANTO IV. 


Osgecria, while ſhe was Ferre, 


Lent not her Money on Parole, ; 


But 5 or Bond, or by Deed 

N oll | 
=— And Writings, f11'd up (without 4 

Flaw) ö 

By Council learned in the Lavv. 
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For pledging Tickets of the Seamen, 
She'd fill up Powers with moſt Women. 
By Sailors gen rous and unwary, 

She role (like Venus orta mari !) 

Her Power on the Thames as great is, 
As in the Ocean's that of Thetzs / 

Many a Tugger at an Oar, 

Had deeply ran with her on Score, | 
And then were forc'd to ſkulk a-Shoar ; 
She ſnack'd ſo much, for her Proportion, 
B an Uſ—rious Ext--rtion ! 

Marriage proclaim'd by beat of Drum, 
Bells, Hautboy, Fife, and Fiddle-fum, 
Reach'd Ears of the Terraqucous Britons, 
Amphibious freſh-water Tritons, 

Who, one and all, that were her Debtors, 
Call'd in Aſſiſters and Abettors, | 
Reſolv d to catch her, at Hap-hazard, 

To cure their grumbling in the Gizzard, 
And kecep her Priſoner of War, 

Till Matters cou'd be brought to Par, * 
Confirm'd in Hopes of good Aſſurance, 
To work upon her in her Durance ; 

And ſoon as gain'd, by Force of Arms, 

To bring th' old Woman to ſome Terms; 
When by themſelves alone they ad got her, 
T' inveagle, threaten, coax, and flatter, 
While Huſband cou'd not watch her Water. 

Thus was this horrid Plot concerted, 
Thus 'twas contriv'd to get 'em parted, - 
Not caring which was broken hearted. ; 
Thus 


— — — -—— A 
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* Par is not only a Term us'd in Arithmetick, 
but alſo the Name of a Gentleman who hid her Cafe 
in Hand: It my be therefore taken here in either 


Senſe. 


„„ 5 ns TRA 


(419 
Thus ev'ry one that ow'd a Debt, 
Combin'd, and did the Houſe beſer, 
And with their Myrmidons, a Crew, 
Attack d her in each Avenue: 
Tis ſaid and done, and off the Premiſſes 
She's ſtole, (but there is till a Nemcfss !) 
Twas Abſence gave the fad Occaſion 
Of their Intruſion and Invaſion! 
Guardleſs, and undefended-ſhe, 
He abſent, loſt his Property. 
Twas thus theſe Kidnappers (ah! cruel q 
Robb'd our Diſcons'late of his jewel; 
Hurrry'd away, alas! too ſoon, 
He loſt her in the Hony- Moon ! 
The like Misfortune never did you ſee, 
Nor hear, — fave Orpheus and Euridice! 
He ſought her o'er the Hills and Vales, 
The Woods, and Groves, and flow'ry Dales; 
Conſults the Grotto's here and there, 
Seeks his Rogeria every where; 
Searches each Labyrinth's Meander:, 
And calls her Name where eer he wanders. 
Oh! here, cry'd he, I'll ſeek my Grade 
To which the Eccho anſwer'd — Rave, 
Is there no Method but Diſtraction £ 
To this, the Eccho anſwer d, =- Act ion. 
Ah! how, quoth he, muſt I pur ſuc 2 
The Voice reply'd of Echo, Suc. 
Say how, cry'd he, thout Hætation? 
The Voice rebounds again, —Citati6n. 
Then to * Aſtræa's Seat he goes, 
Whence Juſtice to the Injur d flows, 


Where, 


1 


* Doctors Commons. 


( 42 ) 


Where, with an even Hand, the Scale I 
Is ballanc'd, and th' Oppreſs'd prevail; 
Where Victory rewards the Right, 

And Cenſure laſhes th'other Side; 

Near to the reverend Dome and Pile 

Rais'd from Diana's Vemples Spoil, 

inde ne from Friends receives Condo» 
ance 

For Loſs of Wife, thus Nolens Volens, 
(Rogeria ! raviſh'd from her Lord, 

And forc'd away from Bed aud Board !) 

She had (alas !) no friendly Viſitors, 

But Wapping Women, turn'd Sollicitors, 
Sollicitors of Law or Veneris, 

In ſhort, Hoſtes bumani Generis; 

Such Folk as came by the Procurance 

Of thoſe that had her thus in Durance, 

As eunning vers'd in Art to wheedle, 

As moſt o th' Sex that uſe the Needle; 
Amongſt'em, (underſtanding Trap) 

Hang him, ſays one, I'd ſwear a Rape. 
Twas by em, one and all, agreed, 

To ſwear a Rape (as if indeed.) 

Miſchief they ſought——for ſo we find, oe 
Amongſt (that Set of) Womankind \ 
Miſchief's the Darling of the Mind, 

More luſcious far than Sugar-Candy, 

And Gin to Bawd, or Cherry-Brandy ! 

Aſtræa has her known Reſorts, 

The Goddefs has her different Courts 

(As 'twas agreed among the Women all) 
Conve d he was before the * Criminal. 


Mongſt 
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Mongſt Laws eſtabliſh d on Record, 
It is enacted, . When a Ward 
© Or fingle Perſon, that's 4 F-male, 
& join d, in Marriage-Bonds, to the Male, 
&« If that is provd thave been by Force : 
© The Huſband's to be hang d, in Courſe : d 
(Marrying for better, as well as worſe) 
And Matrimony nought can alter, 
Or ſo divorce, as does a Halter : 
A Thoro, & a Menſa, this 
Not only Separation is, 
But does a Vinculo releaſe, 
And ſaves a Multitude of Fees. 

Juſt ſo does in Dock, and out Nettles, 
One diſlipates what tother ſettles ; 
One Nooſe undoes what's done by t'other, 
One Poyſon, thus, drives out another ! 

The Sages fate, to end the Strife, 
'T was only Hanging, or a Wife. 
Ballance of Fancy to — and fro 
Tott'ring, he knew not what to do; 
To live outweigh'd ! for Love of Wite, 
He cou'd not brook to die for's Life! 
In various Life, who is't but finds 


; | Different Men, different Minds? 


Our Lover's Option was to chooſe 
The Conjugal, fore t'other Nooſe ; 
And therefore he prepar'd Defence 
Of Argument and Eloquence, 
Undaunted, and by no means blank, 
Nor even Figidus quoad hanc ! 

What Lawyers call, in one Profeſſion, 
A Libel, or an All;gation, 


oft Others, 
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Others, Indictment, Plea, or Bill, 
They're much the ſame (chuſe which you will) 
Others the like call Information, 

But we ſiyle here, a Dcclaralion, $ 
(As being a Word that's moſt in Faſhion) . 
Which take as follows here at large, 
In Manner as twas laid to's Charge. 

Twas urg'd againſt him, — 
« Not long fince, 


He, having Malice calPd prepenſe, 
& And following his own Invention, 
& With a felonious Intention, 
« The Plaintiff's Copy-hold did ſeize, 
© As alſo on her Premiſſes ; | 
* With naked Weapon in his Hand, 
He, at the Paſſage, made à Stand, 
% Puſh'd on, and made forcible Entry, 
2 While two Companions watth'd, as Sentry, 
And thruft himſelf into RMVon, 
«© Without Beniſe, J Gent Ceſſion; 
The whole thus occupying, Re 
& Forc'd Ingreſs, but had tgreſs free : 
* Then Re reſs gain d, by Dint of Strength, 
The Caſe was open'd thus at Length, 
In this Diſpute, thus, Comi-Tragict, 
Council debated, and chopp'd Logick. 
"Tis fabled, that in Days of Tore, 
Clients were rich, and Lawyers poor; 
Lawyers were very ſcarce, (prodigious:) 
The People then were not litigious; 
Agreement uſeleſs made the Laws, 
Long-Robes complain'd without a Cauſe ; 
Then Juſtice dwelt among the Men, 
She viſits now but now and then: 


La) 


Wit! 


I) 
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Vit! 
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With Holland Coif they'd ſpy a Brother 
Plead firſt on one Side, then on bother; 
Cou'd ſhew himſelf zealous and hearty, 
Arguing Ex utraque parte; 
He, one while, with the Plaintiff — pro, 
Then con — on t'other Side wou'd go: 
(For Arguments are made to vary, 
Now this Way move, then quite contrary) 
Thus of two Council there's no Want, if 
One * ſerves Defendant, and the Plaintiff. 

But Plaintiff's Fact being firſt allow'd on, 
The other's alters it =— Ous Plowd n; 
So, for Diſtinction Sake, tis (aid, 
A party-colour'd Garb was made, 
Contriv'd to be of diffrent Hue, 
O'th' right Hand Red, o'th' other Blue; 
In which behav'd the learned Serjeant, 
(Say ancient Books, with Notes in Margent ) 
And ſpare a Word for Plaintiff — cry'd, 
Then to the Court turn'd his Blue Side ; 
The ſame, then, for Defendant ſaid, 
And turn'd about the Side that's Red ; 
By this the Court cou'd, with a Look, 
Diſtinguiſh, plain, which Side he took; 
Which ſometimes might be difficult, 
From a bare Argument's Reſult, 

But here (to keep the Court from ſleep) 
Council attack'd each Side too deep, 

H All 


. 
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* Ex MS. vocat. Spelman's Re ports. In Edward 
the Sit h's Time, Serjeant Benloes wrote himſelf, So- 
jus ſerviens ad Legem, It ſeems, fos ſome Time, 
there was none but himſelf. 
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All promis'd to be very ſhorr, 
And not take up Time o'th' Court; 
Show'd Preccdents 'twixt ſev'ral Folks, 
(B'ſides Tom of Styles, and John of Oaks) 
This, one maintains for Law — Hold, Brother, 
You know 'tis otherwiſe, quoth t'other, 
And told the jury (to their Faces) 
That ſuch and ſuch were adjudg'd Caſes. 

For Sentence, as a Marriage-Cauſe, 
By Canon, and by Civil Laws, 
One did ſtrenuouſly infiſt of 
A Trial in a Court — that's Chriſtian ! 
Beſide the Caſe, one takes a Flight, 5 


een 


One ſays tis wrong, another right, 

At laſt one proves his Brief a Kyte ! 

(Not ſuch a Brief as read in Churches, 
While Men make Bows,and Women Court'ſies; 

But Briefs where Sentences are tack'd on, 

Out of Flete, and of Bratton.) 

One rais'd Concern 1th? Fury's Looks, 

Threat'ning that he'd burn all his Books ! 

Brother, you've put an ugly Face 

(Says one to t'other) on the Caſe. 

Arguments were Hinc-1ade ſtruck, B. 
Like Battledore and Shuttle- cock: 
Metaphors, Syllogi ins, Tro pes, 
Flew to and fro as thick as Hops; 
Till, by the reverend Tribunal, Cl 
Her Arguments are found jejune all. At 
. Sophiſtical, beſide the Matter, W 
And what, in ſhort, wou'd not hold Water. Its 

The Law is 200d, but is u better, Pu 
Of its own ſelf, than a dead Letter, ri 

ad can by no Self- Impulſe att, 

Till animated with a Fact; 
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And, leſs there Evidences be, 
Ev'n Fatt is a Non-Entiy. 
The Fault's laid wrong upon the Laws, 
When either Partics loſe the Cauſe; 
For, be it Flanti}, or Defendant, 
If there's no IVitneſs, there's an End on't. 
She loſt her Cauſe, and loſt her Fees, 
Becauſe ſhe had no Witneſſes : 
For, as it happen d fo to be, 
There was no Evidence but the. 
The Antients Reaſon had to guide 'em, 
Mulieri ne credas, ne mortue quidem |! 
The Maxim well in Law is known, a 
Wife's tanquam conjuntta Perſona ; 
And ſhe was prov'd to be his Wife, 
So cou'd not hang him for her Life. 
If Wives coud thus, at Will, eſcape, 
By finely ſexearing Huſband's Rape; 
Shou d Point of Law thus far be carry d, 
Men wou'd as foon be hang'd as marry'd ! 
Acquitted by good Men, and true, 
And by the learned Sages too, 
Thus he came off by Dint of Laus; p 


Both were ſaluted with Huzza's, 
Hers in Contempt, his in Applauſe ! 

nus have I ſeen hoop'd Fetticoat, 
What made to hide, but plainer ſhow, 
Clearly we may through what is Malice ſee, 
And all the Subterfuge of Fallacy. 
What's falſe, is known through all its Tarniſh, 
Its ſooty Form's not hid by Varniſh ; 
Pull off the Maſk, unveil the Show, 
Then it appcars i» ſftatu quo : 


While 
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While naked Truth does never bluſh, 
Nor values Nakedneſs a Ruth, 
In Spite of Miſs and Clouds in's Way, 
The Sun's the Sun ſtill at Noon Day, 


There is no Skreen to Truth and Day-light, | 
Ev'n South-Sea Projetts come to a Light! 
Let's breath a while —— expecting ſoon 
A ſecond Part — to the fame Tunc. 
a | 
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